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Visual Discovery1: Gravestone Motif


Introduction

A gravestone motif is a design or figure that consists of recurring shapes or symbols. When looking at gravestone motifs we are talking about the designs on the gravestones that represent how people viewed death at that time. See example above. 
To make sense of this gravestone motif, we are going to complete a visual discovery. This is a systematic way to gather evidence, interpret it and create hypotheses to make sense of information. 
Level 1:  Gathering Evidence
In Level 1 we are just gathering evidence. Try not to make any assumptions about what you see.

· What symbols do you see?

· What words do you see?

· What materials do you think were used? 
Level 2: Interpreting Evidence
In Level 2 we are trying to make sense of what we are looking at. Use the details in Level 1 what do try to figure out what the motif means.

· What do you think these symbols mean together? 

· What do you think the approximate year of this gravestone is? How do you know? 
Level 3: Making Hypotheses from Evidence
In Level 3 we are trying to make a prediction about that is happening. Use details from Levels 1 and 2 to help you.

· What does this gravestone motif tell us about America’s view of death at the time it was made?

· What would you title this gravestone motif?
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